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may be more advantageous 

for newly diagnosed patients.  

A number of ongoing trials 

provided data on new mecha-

nisms for fighting myeloma.   

Don’t miss the meeting on  

August 8th for all the details! 

The August meeting will pro-

vide highlights from the sum-

mer’s medical meetings.  

These meetings include the 

American Society of Clinical 

Oncology (ASCO), the Inter-

national Myeloma Working 

Group (IMWG) and the Euro-

pean Hematology Association 

(EHA).   

There were a number of up-

dates on existing treatments 

and those still in clinical trials.     

A study providing data that a 

4 drug combination using 

currently approved drugs 

XPOVIO is an oral drug ap-
proved for use in combination 
with dexamethasone by re-

lapsed or re-
fractory mye-
loma patients 
who have re-
ceived at least 
4 prior thera-
pies and who 
are resistant to 
at least 2 pro-
teasome inhib-
itors (ex. 
Velcade, Ky-
prolis, Nin-
laro), at least 2 

immunomodulatory drugs (ex. 
Revlimid, Pomalyst), and to an 
anti-CD38 monoclonal anti-
body (Darzalex).                                             
Source: themmrf.org                                   

XPOVIO (also known as selin-
exor) was approved in early 
July and marks the first new 
drug approval 
for myeloma 
since 2015.  
This drug is 
now available 
for relapsed/
refractory mul-
tiple myeloma 
patients!                                             

XPOVIO, devel-
oped by Kary-
opharm Therapeutics, has a 
novel mechanism of action 
and is the first drug in the 
class of selective inhibitors of 
nuclear export, or SINE. It 

works by accumulating and 
keeping important tumor 
inhibitor proteins inside the 

cell nucleus, where they can 
help kill tumor cells.                                         
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Myeloma Fact of the 

Month 

The planned merger of two ma-

jor drug developers: Celgene and 

Bristol-Myers Squibb appears to 

be on hold according to  The Wall 

Street Journal.  They reported 

that the merger is on hold pend-

ing resolution of anti-trust con-

cerns.   It seems that Celgene will 

need to separately sell off rights 

to its anti-inflammatory agent 

Otezla®, which generated $1.6 

billion in global sales in 2018.  
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XPOVIO (also known as selinexor) 
Gets FDA Approval  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/bristol-myers-to-shed-otezla-carving-path-for-celgene-deal-11561379010
https://www.wsj.com/articles/bristol-myers-to-shed-otezla-carving-path-for-celgene-deal-11561379010


The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently approved DARZALEX® (daratumumab) in combination with lenalidomide 
and dexamethasone (Rd) for the treatment of patients with newly diagnosed multiple myeloma who are ineligible for autolo-
gous stem cell transplant (ASCT). The approval is based on results from the Phase 3 MAIA (MMY3008) clinical study, which 
showed that DARZALEX-Rd significantly reduced the risk of disease progression or death by 44 percent compared to treatment 
with Rd alone.1 The application received approval through the U.S. FDA's Real-Time Oncology Review (RTOR) pilot program. 
 
The randomized, open-label, multicenter Phase 3 study included 737 newly diagnosed patients with multiple myeloma ineligible 
for high-dose chemotherapy and ASCT aged 45 – 90 years old (median age of 73). Patients were randomized to receive either 
DARZALEX-Rd or Rd alone in 28-day cycles. Patients in both treatment arms continued until disease progression or unacceptable 
toxicity. 
 
"Today's approval of DARZALEX underscores the significant clinical benefit of this CD38 monoclonal antibody and our efforts to 

advance treatment paradigms to change the course of the disease," said Craig Tendler, M.D., Vice President, Clinical Develop-

ment and Global Medical Affairs, Oncology, Janssen Research & Development, LLC. "Importantly, this milestone also highlights 
the efficiency of the FDA's Real-Time Oncology Review process, ensuring that proven treatment regimens, such as DARZALEX 
plus lenalidomide and dexamethasone, are made available to patients as soon as possible." 

Source: prnewswire.com 

Darzalex/Revlimid/dex approved Frontline Treatment 

Questions, Comments or Suggestions? 

Contact Linda or Jack Huguelet 

Phone: 423-886-3554  

Email: chattanoogammsg@gmail.com 

Web: www.MyelomaChattanooga.org 

Meetings Held 

2ND THURSDAYS OF THE MONTH                                               

Except July & December 

Upcoming Meeting 

Thursday, August 8 

6:00—7:30 p.m.  

Memorial Center for Cancer Support 

Memorial Plaza Building, Suite 307 — next to                     
Memorial Hospital 

Complimentary Dinner Served • Free, covered               
parking • No Reservation Needed 

Support for the group provided by: 
 

Memorial Center for Cancer Support 

605 Glenwood Drive, #307  Chattanooga, TN 37404                                                   

(next to Memorial Hospital) 

423-495-7778 

and 

International Myeloma Foundation 

www.myeloma.org 

Phone/InfoLine: 800-452-2873 (CURE) 

Keeping Patients & Caregivers 
Informed and Connected 
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