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Chattanooga Multiple Myeloma                   
Networking Group 

The group has moved to     

CHI Memorial’s Private    

Dining Room.   The dining 

room is conveniently located 

inside Entrance B of the hos-

pital which is marked as     

Surgery Services.  Once inside 

the hospital, walk to the left 

of the Information Desk and 

the Dining Room is located a 

short distance down the hall 

on the left.   

Free parking is available in 

the Wound Center parking 

lot, the main parking lot or in 

the parking garage to the left 

of the Surgery Center en-

trance. 

Check out our website          

MyelomaChattanooga.org for 

more maps or call Linda or 

Jack Huguelet at 423-886-

3554 for more information. 

 

The February meeting will pro-

vide members time to discuss 

and review their myeloma 

treatments.  Learning from 

other patients who may be on 

or have been on the same 

treatment as you provides  

valuable information.  This is 

also a way to understand how 

side effects have been man-

aged. 

We will also discuss Myeloma 

Action Month which is planned 

for March. Our group will be 

having proclamations declared 

by Hamilton County, TN, Walk-

er County, GA and the state of 

Tennessee.  In addition we 

will mail a letter to local in-

ternists to remind them 

about the symptoms of mye-

loma.    

Flyers will be available for 

members to distribute in 

their neighborhoods. 

Hope to see you on February 

13th in the group’s new 

meeting location. 
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Upcoming Meetings:  

March 12 - Speaker:   
Nancy Bruno, IMF Repre-
sentative 

 

April 9:  to be announced  

May 14: to be announced  

Myeloma Quote of the Month 

 

“Fluorescent in Situ Hybridiza-

tion (FiSH) testing should be 

done at relapse.” 

         -Dr. Brian Durie, Interna-
tional Myeloma Foundation                            

Learn more by watching the ‘Ask 
Dr. Durie” video at  

https://www.myeloma.org/
videos/should-fish-testing-be-
done-relapse 

Keeping Patients & Caregivers Informed and Connected 

February 2020 

New Meeting  
Location  

Volume 10, Issue 2 



Belantamab Mafodotin (GSK2857916) also referred to as ‘bela’ was recently granted a priority    

review by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  Approval is anticipated by mid-2020. This is 

an antibody-drug conjugate, composed of an anti-BCMA monoclonal antibody bound to auristatin F, 

a cytotoxic agent.  When belantamab mafodotin binds to BCMA, the cancer-killing molecule, auri-

statin F, is released into the cell and causes cell death. 

The approval review is based on data from the pivotal DREAMM-2 (Driving Excellence in Approaches 

to Multiple Myeloma) study that was presented at the American Society of Hematology (ASH) con-

ference in December 2019 and recently published The Lancet Oncology.  The DREAMM-2 trial in-

cluded 196 relapsed and refractory myeloma patients with disease progression after 3 or more prior 

lines of therapy.  They were refractory to immunomodulatory drugs, proteasome inhibitors and 

refractory or intolerant (or both) to an anti-CD 38 monoclonal antibody. 

Between June 18, 2018, and Jan 2, 2019, two dose levels were tested. 97 in the 2·5 mg/kg cohort 

and 99 in the 3·4 mg/kg cohort.  As of June 21, 2019, 30 (31%; 97·5% CI 20·8–42·6) of 97 patients in 

the 2·5 mg/kg cohort and 34 (34%; 23·9–46·0) of 99 patients in the 3·4 mg/kg cohort achieved an 

overall response. The most common grade 3–4 adverse events in the safety population were             

keratopathy  (corneal irritation), thrombocytopenia and anemia.  

                                                                                                               Sources: cancernetwork.com and thelancet.com 

Belantamab Mafodotin on Fast Track to Approval 

Questions, Comments or Suggestions? 

Contact Linda or Jack Huguelet 

Phone: 423-886-3554  

Email: chattanoogammsg@gmail.com 

Web: www.MyelomaChattanooga.org 

Meetings Held 

2ND THURSDAYS OF THE MONTH                                               

Except July & December 

Upcoming Meeting 

Thursday, Frebruary 13 

6:00—7:30 p.m.  

Memorial Hospital Private Dining Room 

Entrance B—Surgery Services  

Complimentary Dinner Served • Free, covered               
parking • No Reservation Needed 

Support for the group provided by: 
 

Memorial Center for Cancer Support 

423-495-7778 

 

and 

 

International Myeloma Foundation 

www.myeloma.org 

Phone/InfoLine: 800-452-2873 (CURE) 

 

Keeping Patients & Caregivers 
Informed and Connected 

“Each day in my practice, I 

see patients who would 

benefit from additional 

therapeutic options be-

cause their disease has 

advanced and is no longer 

responding to available 

treatments,” principal 

investigator of the study, 

Sagar Lonial, MD, who is 

also chief medical officer 

at Winship Cancer Insti-

tute of Emory University 

and chair of the Emory 

Department of Hematolo-

gy and Medical Oncology, 

said in a press release.3 


